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A daylight disc photographed on May 8, 1966 at Ipameri, Brazil
by James Pfeiffer, a U.S. aviation industry executive visiting
Brazil on business. The UFO was a gold spheroid, 60 to 70 feet in
diameter and was at an altitude of about 1,500 feet. It hovered
above a wooded area near a restaurant on the opposite bank of a
river. It emitted a high-pitched whine, changing tec a low pitch
when it landed. The sound caused restaurant employees to go outside
to watch it. It had hovered long enough for Pfeiffer to take one
photo, and descended at 200 mph, making a 90 degree turn, landed
and left the area. This photo appeared in a 1966 issue of Life

magazine.It was a color photo and GSW declared it genuine.
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MJI12 : My Or Reaurtya

by Barry Greenwood

The following feature article appeared in Just Cause, the official
publication of the Citizens Against UFO Secrecy, Number 6, December,
1985. It is reprinted here through the courtesy and permission of

Publisher Lawrence Fawcett.

READERS ARE URGED TO WRITE TO US OR CAUS WITH THEIR COMMENTS AND
INFORMATION REGARDING MJ12 AND /OR 54/12. CAUS'S ADDRESS IS P.0. BOX

218, COVENTRY, CONN. 06238, U.S.A.
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The Co-Directors of CUFORN have

agreed that the information and
thoughtful analysis contained in
this article are one of the most
significant developments in the
history of the field of UFO res-
earch.

The implications of this story
are far-reaching, but more imp-
ortantly, could lead to uncover-
ing much more data. We specific-
ally refer to the Roswell UFO
crash-retrieval of July 2 and 5,
1947.

In a recent interview with
Lawrence Fawcett by your Editor,
Fawcett stated that the late
Wilbert Smith received a small
piece of the Roswell disc metal.
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The CUFORN Bulletin is written,
edited and published bi-monthly
by.Lawrence J. Fenwick, with occ-
asional articles contributed.
Subscription $16.00 yearly in
Canada. Other countries-$19.00.
© Copyright CUFORN, Inc.,1985.
Reprinting in whole or in part
re}ulres permission of the Edit-
or/Publisher. Credit must include
the words "Copyright 1985 by the
CUFORN Bulletin, P.0.Box 15,
Station "A", Willowdale, Ontario,

If this is fact, then Smith's
place in UFO history is enhanced.

THE EDITOR

Canada M2N 5S7."

MJ12: MYTH OR REALITY?

Did a secret government
panel once intensively study a
crashed-UF0 case with compelling
physical evidence at it's disposal?
~ Did this panel set the UFO debunk-
ing policy for the government which
persists to this day? These are
certainly questions which have echo-
ed tnroughout UFOlogy for decades,
generating scores of wild rumors.
Many of the rumors died a quick
death while others lingered, helped

Continued on page 3

Editor's Mother Dies

The publication of this issue of
the CUFORN Bulletin has been delayed
due to the death of Rose Fenwick,
mother of Publisher/Editor Lawrence
J. Fenwick. Mrs. Fenwick passed away
after a long struggle with cancer in

West New York, New Jersey, U.S.A. and
later in Toronto, Ontario. She died
on January 14, 1986 and is survived
by her son and her daughter Judith
Kaplan Zamos of Yorba Linda, Calif-
ornia, U.S.A. Mrs. Fenwick was 73

and had worked in New York City as

an accountant with Host Apparel until
June, 1985. She was born in Hamilton,

Ontario, Canada.
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along mainly by a cadre of consp-
iracy theorists/supporters. One
such story was Frank Scully's Az-
tec, New Mexico UFO crash which
formed the basis for the 1950 book
Behind the Flying Saucers. In vir-
tually all of these cases, the sub-
stance necessary to the credibility
of the story was sorely lacking.

Recent revelations have shown
that at least a small number of the
surviving rumors deserve a day in
court, most notably the Roswell, NM
irncident of 1947, involving the all-
eged crash of a UF0O and the recovery
and study of the debris (and bodies)
at Wright Field (Wr.-Patt.AFE, Ohio)

A relatively new rumor has
surfaced which we would like to dis-
cuss in some detail because it is
new and it bears some interesting
connections to old stories. CAUS
does not yet endorse this as fact.
Our long-standing policy of requir-
ing conclusive government document-
ation still stands and will always
stand. We have yet to see such doc-
umentation in this instance. Never-
theless, it is hoped that open dis-
cussion will elicit practical res-
ponse toward proving or burying this
latest tale.

During the final stages of
CLEAR INTENT, I had collected doc-
uments relating to the multiple
sightings of UFOs over Kirtland AFB,
NM in August 1980. The story of this
series of reports is in the Epilog
of CI. What wasn't inserted in the
book was a document, allegedly a
government document, which had made
the rounds in the so-called UFO
grapevine. It told of an analysis
pcerformed by the Air Force of the
"Dr. Bennewitz" photographic data,
which had been part of the subject
matter in the confirmed AFQOSI file
release on Kirtland. It concluded
that some of the photos were "Leg-
itimate negatives of unidentified
aerial objects". The document went
on to discuss, very briefly, a top-
secret "Project Aquarius" and some-
thing called "MJ12". These terms
meant little to us at the time so
inquiries were launched to determine
the origin of the terms and the doc-
ument.

No government agency had any

1985 3
knowledge of the matter and the
alleged originator, AFOSI (Air
Force Office of Special Investi-
gations), said that the document
was a "fabrication". Since we
had no evidence to prove other-
wise and since the document came
from a source other than the FOIA
I chose not to use it in CI. My
copy of the "AqQquarius" document
contained several misspellings
and irreqularities in format, fur-
ther adding to my suspicions but
I did not rule out the possibil-
ity of this perhaps being a re-
typed version of an original, leg-
itimate document by a "mole" in
the military. The piece was filed
and remained in limbo for a time.

This past summer the myste-
rious "MJ12" portion of the "Aqu-
arius" document surfaced again
when CAUS was advised by several
members that California UFO res-
earcner Lee Graham was conducting
inquiries into MJ12, apparently
based on specific information
from an unknown individual in the
government. The specifics were
rather intriguing.

MJ12, or Majgsktic 12. was
a panel formed to investigate and
report it's findings to the Pre-
sident of the United States on
the matter of unidentified flying
objects. It addressed in partic-
ular the Roswell, NM incident of
July 2, 1947. The panel consisted
of the following individuals:

Detlev W. Braonk
Lloyd V. Berkner
Vannevar Bush
James V. Forrestal
Gordon Gray

Roscoe Hillenkoetter
Jerome Hunsaker
Donald Menzel
Sidney Souers
Nathan Twining
Hoyt S. Vandenberg
Robert M. Montague

MEITOI

The report submitted to the
President, called "MJ12", was
classified "Top Secret-Eyes Only",
9 back-to-back pages long, dated
September 18, 1947, and was signed
by President Harry Truman.
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And how did Mr. Graham get -
this information? He saw 1t! He
held the document in his hands,
which was briefly supplied to him
by his military source.

Naturally, many questions
arise out of this. Was this docu-
ment an official document? It could
have been a fake except that the
signature of President Truman was
checked and matched with an authen-
tic Truman signature (Graham did
this from memory as he wasn't allow-
ed to keep a copy). It still could
have been faked but then why does
an individual go to the trouble of
typing up a lengthy, phony document,
show it to a single person, then
take it back again when much more
could have been gained from a hoax
by letting Graham keep it for dis-
semination? A document with a rec-
ognizable signature of a president
would certainly raise a few eye-
brows! It would still be suspect
despite that but it would not be
readily apparent if supplied on a
photocopy in lieu of an original.

Therefore, for a time, a hoax
document would catch fire in the
UFO community, cause much comment
and consequently give the hoaxer
much satisfaction.

Such did not happen here.
is not clear why a potential "dis-
informer" did not follow-up on a
promising situation, unless of cou-
rse the document were real. The in-
former's behavior here is a little
more consistent with his being a
"leaker" of sensitive information
on UFOs. However, there is no way
to prove it at this time. A check-
able copy of this document would
have to surface for examination.

What about the data in the
"MJ12" report? The date is immed-
iately telling. September 18, 1947,
is the birthday of the CIA, the off-
icial first day of their existence!
Is it a coincidence or a tell-tale
clue to the document being phony?
Or could this report have been one
of the first orders of business for
the fledgling CIA?

The connection of the 1947
Roswell incident to this affair
makes sense. Based on the inform-

It

985

ation unveiled by Bill Moore, Stan

L

Friedman and others, tne Raoswell
crash was clearly a major tcpic
in high governmant circles. It
strains credibility to think that
piles of metallic debris would
have been sent to Wright-Patter-
son AFB, Ohio from New Mexico
for analysis if the material were
simply parts of what should have
been an easily-recognizable radar
reflector balloon to Army Air
Force officers. After the arrival
of the material at Wright-Patter-
son and wherever else it may have
gone, official documentation cea-
ses. No useful government files
describing analysis of the debris
have been unearthed. Obviously
analysis took place somewhere.
Where is the report? If the Ros-
well object were a strange device
of some sort, then involvement of
the individuals listed as MJ12
members would make sense.

Let's see who these members
are:

1{essler

LLOYD V. BERKNER

A scientist known for his achievements in
the fields of phvsics and electronics and in pub-
lic admmlslr'mon Llovd V. Berkner was ap-
pointed in March 1940 by Secretary of State
Acheson® to the post of special assistant to
the Secretary, in charge of the military as-
sistance program proposed to strengthen West-
ern Europe. Berkner is on the staff of the de-
partment of terrestrial magnetism at the Car-
negie Institute of Washington, “having begun
this association in 1933. The executive secre-
tary of the Jcint Research and Development
Board in 1936 under Dr. Vannevar Bush ™®
(now the Research and Development Board of
the National Military Establishment), Beckmer
also was head of a special committee appointed
at the request of the Secretary of Defense to
direct a study that led to the ‘establishment of
the Weapons Svstems Fvaluation Group
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Wide Wortd Fnotdy
BETLEY W. BRONK

Detley W. Brounk, the siath  presidemt of
Johns I-lopkins University, entered upon that
office in January 1049, us successor to Dr.
Isaiah. Bowman ®. A phvsiologist and big-
physicist of intcrnational repnte, Brouk is chair-
man of the National Research Council and a
member of the Medical Advisory Board ot the
Atomic Energy Commnission.  During World
War J1 he served several Federal offices in
advisory capacities. i

On July 30. 1648, Detlev \W. 'Bronk was
named successor to Dr. lsaiah Bowman, who
was retiring, as president of Johns Hopkins
University. The uew administrator assumed
his office on January 1, 1049, Proposed to the
university's board ‘of trustees by Karl Comp-
ton ", Bronk (Coinpton's only candidate) thus
became sixth president of tlie Baltimore uni-
versity, which was founded in 1876.

The study of nyeurophysiology over these
vears was Dr. Bronk's main field of research.
Bv evolving a methodology, with the aid of
electrical, optical. and electro-microscopic aids.
he was able to measure the changes in nerve
cells during the passage of stimuli to the brain.
These sanie techniques assisted him in evaluas-
ing the molecular structure of nerve cells and
the placement of the atomic and ionic com-
ponents in the cells. Experiments in collabora-
ton with Dr. Frank Brink resulted for the
ﬁl;stch time in the meazgring o'f &cd pressure
which carries oxygen_through the body. -

With Dr. Edward C. Condon '®, Director of
the National Bureau of Stafidurds, Bronk in
Tune 1947 was named a member of the Scien-
tific Advisorv Committee of the Brookhaven
National Laboratory, an organization devoted
to atomic research. A few months later iie was
placed on the Advisory Commitiee for Biology
and Medicine of the United States Atomic
Energy Commission. As chairman of the Na-
tional Research Council, Brouk supervised the
choice and distribution of reseirch fellowships
for the AEC. When it developed that a scien-
tist with Communist affiliations had received
one af the fellowships. bath Bronk and AEC
clhinirman David E. Liiienthal ™ were called
heiore the Toiut Conuressivnal Committee on
Atomic Energy in Muy 1949 1o discuss the
selection. Pomting out that no question of
political sempathy was conained in the fellow-
ship application blauks, Dr. Bronk indicated
that he wouid call a meeting of the council’s
fellowship committee to comsider a mofe care-
fn! screeming of applicants.

Widu World Photes
GORDON GRAY

Gordon Gray, who succeeded Kemneth C.
Royall ™ as Secretary of the Army in June
1949, first came 10 the Pentagon Building in
September 1947, as Assistant Sccretary. lHe is
widely known as chief author of the so-called
“Gray Report,” which recommended the plac-
ing of the National Guard under the control of
the Federal Government instead of the separate
States, in the interest of modern defense needs.
A veteran of World War 11, in which lie served
both as enlisted man and officer, Gray, a Denio-
crat, is a lawyer by training. and has - three
times been elected to the Senate of North Caro-
lina. From 1937 to 1947 he was publisher of
two newspapers of that State, in Winston-
Salem.

DR. JEROME C. HUNSAKER

Jerome C. Hunsaker, hcad of the Depart-
ments of Mechanical and Acronautical Engi-
neering at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (on leave), chairman of the National
Advisory Comumittee for Acronautics, has left
an indelible impression upon aeronautical sci-
ence. Among his contributions are the design
of the NC type of fiving boat: the design of
the Shermandoah, the first large airship made
in this country; the development of launching
catapults and arresting gear for deck landings

on airplane carriers; the design of light planes
for service on these carriers; the development
of gas-proof fabric for airship construction;
and the promotion of air-cooled radial engines
for planes.
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. X Air Fupve

GEN. NATHAN F. TWINING

Soon after the end of the war in Europe.
Twining was returned to the United States for
interim duty at \Washington, and on July 24
he was appointed to succeed Major General
Curtis E. LeMay as commanding general of the
20th Air Force based on the Mariana Islands
in the Pacific. B-29 Superfortresses of Twin-
ing’'s command dropped the atom bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and other 20th Air
Force “very heavy” bombers made devastating
incendiary and demolition attacks on the Tok o
area.

For various World War II achievements, in-
cluding feats of personal courage Twining was
awarded the Distinguished Service Medal, the
Legion of Merit with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the
Distinguished Flying Cross, and the Air Medal
with one Oak Leaf Eluster, as well as the Yugo-
slav Order of Partisan Star and the rank of
Companion of the Order of the British Empire.

Returning to the United States after the Japa-~
nese surrender, Lieutenant General Twining was
assigned to Continental Air Force headquarters
at Bolling Field, Washington, D.C,, in October
1945. In Decemnber he was named commanding
general of the Air Material Command, with
headquarters at \Yright Field, Ohio.

On October 1, 1947 he was appointed com-
manding general of the Alaskan Department and
later in the month became commander-in-chier
of the Alaskan Command, continuing as such
until May, 19350, when he was recalled to Air
Force headquarters at MWashington to become
acting deputy chiei of.staff for personnel.

Twining, whose permanent rank dating from
February 19, 1948 1s that of major general, be-
came a four-star general (temporary) on Oc-
tober 10, 1950, when major changes in the top
Air Force command bhrought him an appeint-
ment as Vice-Chietf of Staff. At that time the
Washington Post characterized him as “some-
thing ot an elder statesman in the Air Force
despite his relative youth,” since his “unusually
rounded command” had made him fully ac-
quainted with “the tactical support as well as
the strategic side of the Air Force job.”

fTarcard linle. Newrs Office,
Walter . Fleawcher

DONALD H. MENZEL

The director of the Harvard College Ob-
servatory at Cambridge, Massachuscuts is Dr.
Donald H. Menzel, who was appointed in Janu-
ary 1954, after having served as acting director
since the retircment of Harlow Shaplcy in Sep-
tember 1952. He has been a member of the
Harvard University faculty since 1932 aud pro-
fessor of astrophysics since 1938, aud was chuir-
man of the astronomy depurtment from 146 to
1949. Long recoguized as a leading authority
on the solar chromosphere, Dr. Menzel in col-
laboration witli J. C. Boyce had established in
1933 the presence of oxygen n the sun's corona,
and with Winfield W. Salisbury he made in
1941 the initial calculations which led to the
first radio contact with the moon in 1946.

Menzel's theory, first advanced in 1952, that
the so-called “flying saucers” are in most in-
stances optical phenomena akin to mirages, is
set forth in his book Flying Saucers (1933).

Wide World Photos
JAMES VY. FORRESTAL

James V. Forrestal, whio came to \Washingeton
from Wall Street in 1940 as an “anonvmons
assistant” to President Roosevelt ™, advanced
rapidly in the Governinent service, serving as
Under Secretary. and then as Secretary, of the
Navy for a period of seven vears. In Septem-
ber 1947 Forrestal hecaine the first Secretary
of Detense, i charge of coordinating the activ-
ities of all the United States armed services,
and ot deicrmining national defense policy. tlis
department is the National Military Establish-
ment.
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U. S. Nary
REAR ADM. ROSCOE H. HILLENKOETTER

Rear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter wus
from May of 1947 to September of 1930 the
director of the Central Iutelligence Agency,
the first permanent intelligence office to be or-
ganized in Fe:\cetime by the United States Gov-
emment. t i1s under the National Security
Council, which is one of the divisions of the
Executive Office of the President. The Rear
Admiral’s appointment was announced on May
1, 1997, when he was called from the post of
naval attaché at the American Embassy in
Paris, to which he had once been assigned as
assistant attaché in 1933. That intelligence
service, together with his record in the setting
up of the wartime intelligence network in the
Pacific, was the basis of his selection as the
director of the CIA upon its establishment in
1947. In Angust 1950 it was announced that
Hilienkoetter would be succeeded as CIA di-
rector by Walter Bedell Smith™®; and in
November the Rear Admiral returned to sea
duty when be took command of the Seventh
Task Force, which is stationed near Formosa

\While Hillenkoetter was the first «irector of
the CIA as such, his predecessors in central
intelligence work were Lieutenant General
Hoyt S. Vandenberg ® and Rear Admiral Sid-
ney W. Souers'®, who is Executive Secretary
of the National Security Council. ~

VANDENGERS, Hoyt Sasford, alr foree ofTicer;
born Mliwaukee, Jan. 24, 1899: s. William Colting
and Peart (Kane) V.; student Columblan Sehool,
1018-19; B.Y., U.S. MIl Acad, 1923; student A.L.
Tactieal Sch., 1934.35. Command ami Gen. Staff
Sch., 1933-38, Army War Coll., 1920-39; m. Gladys
Rose, Dec. 28, 1023. childran—diloris Hose, Hoyt
Sanford. Commd. 2d v, 1923, U8, Army Air
Corps; promoted through grades to lieut, gen., Mar.

1845, gen.. 1M47; instr. Fighter Tactics, A.C. Tactlcal
Seb., 1936-38. asst. chief of sialf A.AF.. 1940-
41; chiel of staff, Northwest Alrican Strategic Air
Force, 1912:43; dep. chief of staff, 1913; head of
air mivsion to Russia, 1043-41. apetd. dep. comdr.
in chief, A E.F.., Aor. 1714; made comdg. gen. U S
gth Alr Porce In France, Aug. 1919 beeame aast.
chief of starf Q-2 (Imclligence), War Dept. Gan.
Staff, Feb. 1046: apptd. t).S dir. Cenl, Intelligence,
June 1946: hecame den. comidr. A AF. and chief of
alr saff AAF., 1047. sice chief of staff I S.
Alr  Foree, Octoher 1647, chief of gtaff 191%.-53
Awanied Distingulshed Servise Meds) (with Oak Leal
Cluster), Stlver Stag, Distinguished Flyin? Cross, Aif
Medal (4 O0ak Leal Clumsers). Leglon of Merlt,
Bronzs Star. Kome: \Washington. Died Apr. 2, 19s4.

L

—————

C. 8. Nawy

SIDNEY W. SOUERS

Ou June 7, 1946, President Harry S. Truman
accepted “with reluctance” the resignation from
the national service of Sidney W. Souers, the
St. l.ouis insurance and cotton and linen trades
executive who, as a naval reservist on active
war duty from July 1946, had directed intelli-
gence in the Caribbean theater, become Deputy
Chiet of Naval [ntelligence, risen to the
rank of rear admiral, and subsequently, begin-
ning January 23, 1946, had organized the na-
tion's first Central Intelligence Office. Within
fifteen mouths, lowever, former Admirul
Souers was back in public life: on September
26, 1947, he took oath of office as executive
secretary of the new Naiioual Security Coun-
cil, created by the National Security Act ap-
proved two months earlier. The officially de-
finedl function of tlus body is “to advise the
President with respect to the integration of
domestic, foreign, and military policies relating
to the natioual security so as to enable the
military services and other epartments and
agenc.les of the Government to cooperate more
etfectively in matters involving the national
security.” The council. moreover. now oper-
ates the Central Intelligence Agency. Among
thic duties of the executive secretarv is that of
“briefing” the President dailv on “that branch
of world affairs termed ‘military-politico.”” In
December 1940, Souers tendered his resignation
from the _N_anmmj__Sccurity Council, cffective
Jamuary 15, 1950.  President Truman's press
secretary stated that Seuers would remain as a
specizl consultant to the Executive on security
matters.

ROBERT M. MONTAGUE -

Sandia Base Commander,

Albuquerque, New Mexico, July

1947 - February 1951

M
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BUSH, Vamaear, am. ehec. 2 Cvaret,
Mass., Mar. 1}, 1590 . mlﬁwlnnl-i
Emma Linweos (Prine) 5.; 85, MS, Tufua, wu
S:D (hom.), 1937, Eng. n Mam. Inm. Tech.,

1910; LL.D., Srewn U., Migdletury Coil., 19”
Jcmmotm 1900 U. Pa., Ya:e 1062, wmln'uu
U., U. Buifale, 104, Princeton, 1947, Coidy Coil.,
1951; €ng. 0, Poly. Inm. of Bkipn, 1901 Mm
Colf.,, 1942, Cormegie Inet. Toch,, 1948; Sr..u Har-
vﬁ wiltiams Coii,, 1941, Suvens inet. Tech., 194),
Trinity Coil., 1946, W.Yl. U., 1947, wumo-l. 1947,
\U. Cambridge (Eng.), 1950, Bomen L., 1949 m,
Pheste Davis, Sept. 3, 1916; children—~Richard Davis,
John Hathawsy. With test degl. Gem. Electric Ca.,
1913; with Inwpection dept. USN, 1914; instr, math,
Tutes, 1914-13, ast. prof. slec. evgring., 1914-17;

o whbmaring detection with wi. 4. on b=
maring aevices USNH, 1917-18; ame. prof. olec. power
vranemission Mass. Trst. Tech., 1919-23, prof., 1923
32; v.p., demn mgring., 1932.38: nnst‘.annh Inma.
of Washington. 1935-95.. tumes, 1958—. Trustae
Camegio Corp. of N.Y., 1939-53, pustes ameritus;
@r. Metais and Controls Corp., Am. Tel. & Tel. Ce.:
chm. Marck & Co., Inc, Mem. adv. com. Nit. Security
Resources B4. Trustiee Tults, Johns Hopking, 1943-33;
life meem, corp. lln;luu. Teck., hom. chmm. corp.,
1959——; cwmn. Graphic A3 fasearch Feund.
trustee  George an Found.; regemt Smitienisn
Instn., 194335, Lamwe medat Am. st €. E., 1935,
Edison medal, 1943; Remerch Corp. sward, 1939;
Ballow medal, Tufts, 1941; Helley medat Am. Soc.
W.E.; Johm Scott medal Phite. Clty Trums, 1943; goid
madal Nat. lnm. Social Scis., 1945; Marcelius Hart-

£
i
£
°
3
_sg
§
E

it
Mam. Nat. Ade. l-wq(m 1”9-
41), Sus. Adv. cmndocmcam-uxmt
chenn, Mat. Oef. Rassarch Comv., 1940-41; dir. OSRO,
lulummt:nmlu_mﬁm
mem of Joint . S. Chiefs of Staif, 1942-46; chrm.
, Joimt Revesrch ane Oanl 8d. 1944-47; m.ﬁ
moma Nat. u-cwmx 8
uomrn-. E.E., Am. Phys. Soc.. mem.

. Acsd. Ans and Sci., Mat Acad, AAAS s:-.s-:

Beta Xapoa. Author: (with W. H, Timbie) Principies
of Electrical Engineering, 1922; Operetional Clrcuit

. Analysia, 1929, Endiess Horizons, 1946; M
Arms and Fres M, 1949, ilder of differential
analyrer (machine for ulvmq diffarential equations),
1942 research on v {ing tranmsi opera.
tiona! elrevit analysis, gassous conduction apparatug,
malytical devices, principies of elec. engring. Home:
304 Marsh St Seimont, Mass. 02178. Mam. I!ﬂ.
Technotogy, Cambridge, Mass. 02139.*

i

(Biographies gleaned from Cyrrent
Biography issues, late 1940s and
Who's Who.)

My first thoughts upon seeing
this list of people is that if a
UFO had crashed and was recovered,
this would be the kind of panel
that I would want to put together
to investigate the matter. All of
these individuals were at the top
in their respective areas of exper-
tise during the late 1940s and had
the added benefit of government
experience behind them. The Majes-
tic 12 indeed!

A number of thnem were later
involved in the UFO phenomenon. In
fact, fully nalf of the panel
would make a mark on UFO history
during and after 1947:

e Hoyt Vandenberg- Said to have

read the now-famous 1948 "Estimate
of the Situation" and subsegquently
ordered it downgraded and destroyed

for lack of evidence that UFO0Os
were interplanetary.

@ Roscoe Hillenkoetter- Former
board member of NICAP and pro-
ponent of UFO reality.

® Vannevar Bush- Mentioned in
the formerly top secret Canad-
ian "Smith memo" of November 21,
1950, as the head of a "concen-
trated effort" to study UFOs.

® Nathan Twining- Authored a
well-known September 1947 Air
Force memo strongly endorsing
the serious nature of UFOs.

o Donald Menzel- Author of

3 booxs debunking tihe UFO phen-
omenon.

® Lloyd Berkner- Member of the
CIA's "Rgobertson Panel" of 1953.

Panel members' backgrounds
show that most had connections
to either the National Security
Council or the Research and Dev-
elopment Board (R&DB). The R&DB
figures prominently in testimony
given to us by Dr. Robert Sarba-
cher (see Just Cause #5) and
CAUS is convinced that UFO file
material exists in the R&DB's
holdings at the National Archives.

Another curio sity. Gener-
al Twining's pro-UF0 "Flying
Discs" memo (see CLEAR INTENT,
pp.213-214) dated September 23,
1947, comes only five days after
the MJ12 report. Could Twining's
possible connection to an MJ12
panel have had an influence on
his writing of the 9/23/47 memo?

The listing of Vandenberg
and particularly Donald Menzel
as MJ12 members is a major cur-
io sity since both had later neg-
ative involvement in UFOs. If an
MJ12 panel concluded that UFQOs
were real, Menzel's and vanden-
berg's debunking would seem ill-
ogical. Or would it?

If a singular incident of
high national security import-
ance occurred, like a Roswell
incident, such could be class-
ified more highly even than the
H-bomb, as the Smith memo so
aptly put it. As study of the
phenomenon progressed, secrecy
would be of the utmost importance
and any effort to diffuse the
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and non-
would be

interest of the public
need-to-know personnel
encouraged. Therefore, General
Vandenberg, by batting down Pro-
ject Sign's "Estimate of the Sit-
vuation", would be preventing un-
due attention from being drawn to
the subject by Project Sign per-
sonnel, who could not be regarded
as people having access to data
more highly classified than the
H-bomb. It was too visible to be
part of an "inner circle". The
"Estimate"also very likely lacked
the proof to justify an interplan-
etary explanation for UFOs.

Dr Menzel's skepticism, in
light ¢f his supposed membership
in MJ12, might be put into the same
category as General Vandenberg's
of being loyal and cooperative in
not discussing a national security
matter. However,. it is difficult
to imagine Dr. Menzel writing 3
totally skeptical UFO books and
spending so much time over so many
years arquing against UFQOs if he
were privy to a crashed UFO and
occupants. Either he was never in-
volved with MJ12 or he was a very
good actor. (Interestingly, Dr.
Menzel had a UFO sighting in 1949
which he could not explain [see
Intern. UFO Rep., Nov/Dec 82,pg.11]
though he tried hard to explain it)
Menzel's involvement is clearly a
controversial point in an MJ12 the-
ory which arqgues for evidence, evi-
dence, EVIDENCE from it's propon-
ents.

This MJ12 theory does come
close to a proposition by Maccabee
(Revised UFO History, 1982 [831)
that a small, highly-classified
group, perhaps coordinated by int-
elligence arms of the military,
studied the Roswell debris in de-
tail. The inclusion of Sandia Base,
NM Commander Robert Montague argues
favorably for this.

Several other possible conn-
ections to an MJ12 group should be
noted here. In November 1961, Wil-
"bert Smith was interviewed by UFO-
logists C.W. Fitch and George Pop-
ovitch of Akron, Ohio. Smith told
of how he was loaned a piece of a
UFO shot off cocver Wash. D.C. in
July 1952 by the Air Force. After

]

_‘*_‘;_**_**—**—*‘—*"*"L"*‘—*‘—*‘—*‘—-—-—-—ﬁ—_*A_*;_ﬁ‘_ﬁ‘_ﬁ‘_ﬁ;_ﬁ‘_ﬁ;_ﬁ

1985

his examination of the piece,
Smith was to return it to the
government. When pressed by his
interviewers to whom the piece
was to be returned, Smith said
it wasn't the Air Force or the
CIA but "a highly classified
group". He added, "You will have
to solve that problem - their
identity - for yourselves".
(Columbus Ohio Dispatch, 10/20/66)

In the 1964 book The Invis-
ible Government by Jjaurnalists
David wise and Thomas Ross, a
"Special Group" is described
(pgs 260-61) as being the hidden
power center of the Invisible
Government, which formulated pol-
icy and made decisions on crucial
matters of national interest.
This group was said to have been
created in the early 1950s and
was called the "54/12 Graup".,
54/12 was said to Include the
Director of the CIA and the Sec-
retary of Defense, among others,
which sounds rather similar to
MJ12. Could MJ12 have been an
early incarnation of the 54/12
Group?

UFO researcher Dr. Richard
Sigismond confirmed to CAUS via
phone of his recollection of a
UFO lecture by Dr. Edward Condon
at the University of Colorado in
1966 (see Intern. UFO Rep., Sep/
Oct. 1983, pgs 3-5, 16). When Dr.
Condon was asked about the 1958
Trindade Is., Brazil UFO photo
series, he seemed to falter in
his knowledge of the case. The
late eminent physicist Dr. George
Gamow, sitting in the audience,
appeared very interested in the
case. Condon's lukewarm assura-
nce that the case would be stud-
ied did not please Gamow, who, in
apparent frustration, blurted out
that in 1952 he and General Cur-
tis LeMay, former head of SAC,
Rad served on a secret UFO comm-
ittee, with the purpose of eval-
uating UFOs. Could this committee
have been.-MJ12 or a descendent?

I have played both angel's
and devil's advocate in this re-
view of a rumor. We have either
another story destined for the

dung heap or a real hot potato!
COMMENTS??2? the Editor.
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CO-‘Direcfors Commenfs ON“MJ’IZ”

CUFORN Secretary Lawrence J.
Fenwick comments:"It seems to
me that Lee Graham would have
difficulty checking Truman's
signature if he relied only on
his memory of the late President's
signature."”

“Is there someone in ufology
who could get a look at the Res-
earch and Development Board's
UFO material at the National
Archives?"

"Concerning Menzel znd Vanden-
berg, it may be that they did not
see the Roswell UFO or dead hum-
anoids. These men may have been
unavailable at the time due to
ill health or some other good
reason, and so they relied on
the other 10 Majestic 12 members
observations of the remains."

"The Aquarius document said
MJ12's access to the project's
results and government policy
was "restricted”. It may be that
only some of them were shown the

Friedman Article in
Reader’s Digest

“Ufologist Stanton Friedman"-
that's the way the debunkers
refer to him. But he is earning
his living working for the New
Brunswick Power Commission at
their Point Lepreau Nuclear Power
Station in the Canadian province

FALLSTON, Md. (AP) — President
Ronald Reagan said yesterday an attack
from outer space would be a sure way of
making Americans and Soviets pull

r.
to%:tl;e speech to high school students,
Reagan said he told Soviet leader Mik-
hail Gorbachev at their Geneva summit
last month: ‘‘Just think how easy his
task and mine would be at these meet-
ings if suddenly there were a threat to

UFO, some only saw the humanoids
and some saw neither one.

As to Menzel, it may be that it
was not him, but Dr. George Gamow
who was part of MJ12 and 5412.

It is also possible that Menzel
was ordered to write the three anti-
UFO books with some sort of dire
consequences to him if he did not
do so.

"54 /12 sounds like a 1954 rebirth
of MJ/12."

"Since Forrestal committed suicide
perhaps he did so because he heard
all of the results of Aquarius and
this caused him to become despondent.
Perhaps those results were very
frightening."

CUFORN Treasurer Harry Tokarz:
"Why is MJ/12 mentioned in the
Aquarius document of 1980, if 54/12
replaced it? Is there any loosening
of the U.S. policy on releasing UFO
information? If so, why is Reagan
tightening up the secrecy situation
in general?"”

CUFORN President Joseph Muskat:
"I wonder why Lee Graham's "source"
talked to him?"

Alien raid could make
Reagan, Soviets chums

the world from some other species from
t outside this universe.
axlg‘t)lvx:rv?;‘aﬂn; forget all the local differ-
ences we have between our two countries
and find out oncé and for all that we |
really are all human beings here on this |
er.
Eéﬂ;:’gteg\llppose we can wait for some
me down and threaten us,
but I think that between us we can bring
about that realization,” he said.

alien race to Co!

of New Brunswick.

Friedman recently had an article
on the irradiation of meat for astr-
onauts published in Ascent, the
journal of Atomic Energy of Canada
Limited. It was reprinted in the
December, 1985 issue of Reader's
Digest, in "News From the World of
Scilence".

Article at left is
reprinted from
the Toronto Sun,
Thursday, December
5, 1985. Editor's
Note: Was Reagan
told to make such
a comment as part
of a program to
condition the
public to the idea
of the reality of
humanoids?
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UF0s Ano Tue Elecrronic Mepia

A not-so-great film called
The Bamboo Saucer was shown on
CITY-TV, Channel 57 in Toronto
on Friday, November 15, 1985,
at 1.25 a.m.(i.e., Saturday).

Also known as Collision
Course, it was a science fic-
tion movie made in 1968. Its
only redeeming feature was its
special effects.

Coverage by Toronto's two
largest newspapers television
guides was different in app-
roach.

The Toronto Star said it
was made in 1967 and was a
*science"movie. Apparently,
the paper has a space shortage
and has no room for the words
"science fiction. Here is their
wording: "Three nations battle
for control of a space object
brought to their attention by
a Red Chinese peasant's draw-
ing."

The Globe and Mail had the
year 1968 correct and said it
was "sci-fi". It described the
film as one in which "American
and Russian forces investigate
a UFO sighting in China."”

CRITICISM AND ANALYSIS

The Globe rated the film
"Fair" while the Star called
it "Poor"”. The Globe thus
was accurate in its appraisal.

The Globe accurately called
a UFO just that. The Star
managed to avoid it by using
the "words ‘'space object',
which could mean any number of
things. In that way, the Star
could not be said to be trying
to sensationalize the movie.

The Star®'s predilection
for military terminology is
evident in its use of the
word "battle”. The Globe, on
the other hand, gives quite
a different perspective to

the film's plot. It said. it was
only an investigation of a sighting.

The Globe at least was specific
about the countries involved. It
actually names three of them. In
contrast, the Star merely said
"three nations" were investigat-
ing the case. This has the effect
of making the story more myster-
ious to the reader of the TV guide.
It may make the reader watch the
film to find out which nations
are battling for control of the
UFO. .

What is odd is that the Globe
said forces were investigating
the sighting. It would not be a
military force doing any probing.
It is more likely that NASA or
military intelligence would do
it, rather than the forces in
general.

The Globe gets politics into
the background, but the Star has
to say that the peasant is not
just a peasant in China, but is
a "Red Chinese peasant.”

One learns more from the Star's
description than that of the other
newspaper's. Overall, the Star wins
the approval of your Editor in this
instance.

Both papers give a deservedly
poor rating to another film, Over-
lords of the UFO. This appeared on
CITY-TV, on Monday, December 9, at
2.55 a.m., an ungodly hour at which
to watch TV.

The Globe editorializes by stat-
ing that the film is "low-brow",
whereas the Star said the film
footage is "unique".

Both correctly call the movie a
documentary. The Star uses the
words "flying saucers"; the Globe
said they were "unidentified flying
objects".
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NORTH BAY, ONTARIO

CANADA

: 2—THE NUGGET, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1985

Strange
lights
in sky

By GORD McCULLOCH
Temiscaming-Mattawa Bureau

For sky watchers Wednesday
there were some interesting

aspects to prevailing conditions -

other than high winds.

Reports of strange sightings in
the early morning sky came from
various centres throughout the dis-
trict, including North Bay and as
far distant as Collingwood.

Jack St. Onge, a Tembec em-
Eloyee who lives on a farm at Red-

ridge, told the Nugget he was
doing his morning chores around
the farm shortly after 5 a.m.,
Wednesday, when he noticed a
green light in the southern sky.

He said it appeared to be the size
of a full moon and seemed to be
approaching and growing larger.

“My first thought was Halley’s
Comet and I called my wife Jane
and the kids,” he said.

But by the time they came out of
the house the big ball had dis-
appeared and two smaller spheres
could be seen with what appeared
to be light beams coming from
them.

“It was a somewhat terrifying
experience,” he said.

While commuting to Temiscam-
ing with two other men he men-
tioned the incident. One of the two
other fellows said he had seen a
similar object but didn’'t like to
mention it because he felt he would
be ridiculed.

At the Temiscaming mill Mr. St.
Onge mentioned the incident to
Rheal Viau, an electrician also em-
ployed by Tembec and who lives at
Ville Marie, some 80 kilometres
north of the pulp town.

Mr. Via said he had also seen
some strange but similar objects in
the sky on his way to Temiscam-

from:

The first was a yellow sphere
which remained in view for ap-
proximately 10 minutes. Then a
urple ball appeared and was visi-
le for a matter of minutes. It dis-
appeared and a few minutes later
and a white sphere appeared.

Mr. Viau was travelling in a
southerly direction and he said the
three objects were clearly visible
through the windshield of his vehi-
cle. He also said projections like
light beams could be seen on the
left sides of the objects.

Two truck drivers who stopped
for a coffee break after an early-
morning, southbound haul along
Hwy. 101 from Ville Marie, told Te-
miscaming resident Rene (Gibou)
Raymond, they had a strange ex-
perience near the village of  Laniel;
34 kilometres north of Temiscam-

ing.

They said as they crested a hill a
white cloud was sighted above the
highway in front of them. Believ-
ing it to be fog they slowed and the
cloud shot straight up into the sky.

Mr. St. Onge said he reported the
sightings to the North Bay office of
Environment Canada.

Barry Armstrong of Environ-
ment Canada, North Bay, told the
Nugget there had been reports of
other similar sightings, the same
morning, from other centres
throughout the district, including
North Bay and as far as Colling-

From Collingwood, Ted Aldridge,
who is a profssional pilot, reported
sightings similar to those seen in
this distriet, The Collingwoed resi-
dent told the Environment Canada
office the sightings had been made
by himself and a friend Wednesday
morning.

Mr. Armstrong said Jim Mac-
Lean, also of of the North Bay
office of Environment Canada had
taken detailed notes of the sight-
ings and compiled a log of the re-
ports.

The Nugget also talked with
Master Sgt. Don Weston of CFB
North Bay. He said there had been,
“no indication”’ of any strange
objects being sighted in the area.

Henry H, McKay,P.0. Box 54,Agincourt

Scarborough,Ont. IS 3E4

ing.
(?ther observers were reported to have witnessed the same or similar anomaly
in the Sarnia/Londcn/Chatham area within the same time frame.

According to NASA, the sightings were due to the burn-up of a
satellite.



